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Greetings from the East!  
FIrst and foremost, a heartfelt thank you to our
Senior Warden, Lloyd Cheney, for his dedicated
work in initiating and steering the success of
this newsletter in recent years. With the passing
of the reins to our Junior Warden, David Martin,
I am confident that we are in capable hands. I
extend my gratitude to both of you for your
unwavering commitment to Accacia.
As we step into 2024, we have an exciting year
ahead with numerous events and activities
planned. Here's a glimpse of what to anticipate:

Two Master Mason Degree Cycles
Food events:

Pancake Breakfast
Flag Day Feast (a new yearly event)
Spaghetti Dinner
Awards dinner
Strawberry Fest booth

Two family nights
Bowling night
TBD (Survey results are coming in - leader
is a Saints Game)

These initiatives are the result of collaborative
efforts, and I hope to see all of you actively
participating in these events. Congratulations to
our newest members, Brother Tim Miller and
Brother Rich Purcell, on receiving their Entered
Apprentice Degree. Your journey in this historic
fraternity is a significant step, and I look forward
to witnessing your progress within our lodge.

 A warm welcome to Brother Jay Desio, who has
recently affiliated with Accacia from Wisconsin.
We are thrilled to have you join our lodge.
I want to express my gratitude to everyone who
participated in our recent officer installation. With
around 90 guests in attendance, it was truly
heartwarming. To those who have already been
recognized in the lodge, I won't delve into details
again, but thank you for contributing to the
specialness of that day.
A special acknowledgement to all who
contributed to completing the handicap ramp,
with particular thanks to WB Jerry Johnson, WB
Lloyd Cheney, and WB Ryan Lowry for being the
driving force behind its completion.
Brethren, I encourage each of you to provide
continuous feedback throughout the year.
Whether it's to me or my primary officers, your
input is invaluable. Our goal is to serve you and
the lodge, so please don't hesitate to reach out if
there are ways we can improve.
I am honored to serve as your Worshipful Master
this year, and I extend my gratitude for electing
me to this position. Rest assured, I will do my
utmost to uphold the dignity of the office and
serve the lodge to the best of my abilities.

With Fraternal Love,
Adam Martin
Worshipful Master
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FROM THE WEST:

BY WB LLOYD CHENEY

 W h e n  w e  s p e a k ,  w e  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  t e m p e r  o u r
w o r d s  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e
s u b j e c t  a t  h a n d  i s  o n e  o n  w h i c h  t h e  s p e a k e r  a n d
l i s t e n e r  m i g h t  d i s a g r e e .  W e  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r  i n  o u r
s p e e c h ,  y e t  a v o i d  i n f l a m m a t o r y  l a n g u a g e .  W h e n
o f f e n s e  i s  g i v e n  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  w e  s h o u l d  b e  q u i c k
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  a n d  m a k e  s u c h  a m e n d s  a s  w e
c a n .   

A s  l i s t e n e r s ,  w e  s h o u l d  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  s p e e c h  a n d  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  i g n o r e
h a r s h  w o r d s  t h a t  m a y  b e  u n i n t e n d e d  o r  s a i d  i n
t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  m o m e n t .   I t ’ s  a l w a y s  b e t t e r  t o  a s k
f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  t h a n  t o  a s s u m e  i l l  i n t e n t .  I  h a v e  a
f r i e n d ,  a  B r o t h e r  M a s o n ,  w h o  h a s  a  h e a r t  o f  g o l d .
H e  i s  a  g o o d ,  k i n d  m a n  o f  b o u n d l e s s  c h a r i t y  a n d  a
d r i v e  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r l d
a r o u n d  h i m .  H e  a l s o  h a s  a  d i s t i n c t  t a l e n t  f o r
s a y i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t h e  w r o n g  w a y  w i t h  t h e
w r o n g  w o r d s  a t  t h e  w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  t i m e .   

T h e  b e s t  m o t i v e s  c a n  o f t e n  b e  h i d d e n  b y  a  p o o r
c h o i c e  o f  w o r d s ,  o r  o f t e n  b y  u s i n g  w o r d s  t h a t
h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n i n g s  f o r  t h e  s p e a k e r  a n d  t h e
l i s t e n e r .   J u s t  a s  i t  i s  i n c u m b e n t  u p o n  a  s p e a k e r
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  o f f e n s e  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n ,  i t  i s  j u s t
a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  l i s t e n e r  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  n o t
a l l  o f f e n s e  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l ,  a n d  t o  t r y  a n d  f o r g i v e
t h o s e  w h o  t r e s p a s s  a g a i n s t  u s .  T o d a y ,  b e f o r e  w e
t a k e  o f f e n s e ,  l e t  u s  a t  l e a s t  p a u s e  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o
a s k  o u r s e l v e s  “ J u s t  w h a t  d i d  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n
m e a n  b y  t h a t ? ” .   I f  n e e d  b e ,  a s k  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .   
I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  l e t  u s  s t o p ,  t h i n k ,  a n d  m e a s u r e
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n t e n t  b e f o r e  w e  s t o p ,
t h i n k ,  a n d  m e a s u r e  o u r  r e s p o n s e .  T h a t  w a y ,  l i k e
t h e  m u s i c i a n s ,  m a y b e  w e  c a n  s p e a k  a n d  a c t  i n
h a r m o n y  i n  o u r  l o d g e s  a n d  i n  o u r  l i v e s . ”   I  h o p e
t h a t  t h i s  b i t  o f  w i s d o m  r e m i n d s  u s  a l l  t o  w o r k
t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  n o b l e s t  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  w h o
b e s t  c a n  w o r k  a n d  b e s t  a g r e e .  

F r a t e r n a l l y  

W B  L l o y d  C h e n e y

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  W e s t !  
I t  i s  a l w a y s  e x c i t i n g  t o  b e g i n  a  n e w  M a s o n i c  y e a r
a n d  l o o k i n g  a t  o u r  l o d g e  c a l e n d a r  t h i s  o n e  i s
g o i n g  t o  b e  e p i c .  W M  A d a m  h a s  a l r e a d y  s e t  t h e
t e m p o  b y  p l a n n i n g  o u t  a  g r e a t  c a l e n d a r  o f
m e e t i n g s ,  e v e n t s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g r e a t
a n d  g o o d  w o r k  w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .   

H a r m o n y  b e i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l
s o c i e t i e s  m o r e  e s p e c i a l l y  o u r  o w n  I  h a v e
i n c l u d e d  a n  a r t i c l e  f r o m  t h e  G r a n d  L o d g e  o f
M i s s i s s i p p i  ( R i c h a r d  B  S t e v e n s  P M ,  E b e n e z e r
L o d g e  # 7 6 )  t h a t  I  f o u n d  e s p e c i a l l y  p o i g n a n t .  
“ O n e  d i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n e s  m u s i c a l  h a r m o n y  a s
“ t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  s o u n d e d
m u s i c a l  n o t e s  t o  p r o d u c e  c h o r d s  a n d  c h o r d
p r o g r e s s i o n s  h a v i n g  a  p l e a s i n g  e f f e c t ”

N o t e  t h a t  m u s i c a l  h a r m o n y  d o e s n ’ t  m e a n  t h a t
e v e r y  m u s i c i a n  i s  s o u n d i n g  t h e  s a m e  n o t e  a t  t h e
s a m e  t i m e .  I n s t e a d ,  h a r m o n y  m e a n s  t h a t
d i f f e r e n t  m u s i c i a n s  p l a y  d i f f e r e n t  n o t e s  y e t  s t i l l
p r o d u c e  a  p l e a s i n g  e n d  r e s u l t  w h e n  a l l  t h e  n o t e s
a r e  p l a y e d  t o g e t h e r .  T o  d o  t h i s ,  e a c h  m u s i c i a n
m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e  o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s  a r e
d o i n g  i f  t h e  g r o u p  i s  t o  p l a y  i n  h a r m o n y .   

I n  M a s o n r y ,  h a r m o n y  i s n ’ t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  f u l l
a g r e e m e n t  b y  a l l  p a r t i e s  o n  e v e r y  d e t a i l .   A s
M a s o n s ,  w e  a r e  t a u g h t  t o  s t r i v e  f o r  h a r m o n y  i n
t h e  l o d g e .   W e  a r e  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o d u c e  a
p l e a s i n g  e n d  r e s u l t .  H o w e v e r ,  h a r m o n y  d o e s n ’ t
m e a n  w e  a r e  t o  s t a y  s i l e n t  a b o u t  i m p o r t a n t
i s s u e s  f o r  f e a r  o f  o f f e n d i n g  s o m e o n e ,  n o r  d o e s
m a i n t a i n i n g  h a r m o n y  r e q u i r e  u s  t o  s t a y  s i l e n t
w h e n  s o m e o n e  s a y s  o r  d o e s  s o m e t h i n g  w e
b e l i e v e  i s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  l o d g e ,  t o  a n o t h e r
M a s o n ,  o r  t o  t h e  s p e a k e r  h i m s e l f .  I n  f a c t ,  a s
M a s o n s  w e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s p e a k  u p  i n  t h o s e
s i t u a t i o n s .  

S o  w h a t  i s  h a r m o n y ?  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h a r m o n y  i s
t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s p e a k ,  t o  l i s t e n ,  a n d  t o  d i s a g r e e
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  d i s a g r e e a b l e .



FROM THE SOUTH:
BY BR DAVE MARTIN

Greetings from the South!  As the Junior Warden, I read once that we should  take to heart that as the sun rises in
the east to start the day and it continues its journey until it is at its meridian height representing the hottest part
of the day.  When our body starts to feel it is very hot, it then signals us that it is time to rest from the heat for a bit
to protect ourselves.  The sun also sets in the west to signal that the day is over. It is important to know when it is
the appropriate time to work and when it is the appropriate time to rest. It is about balancing your life. When I
started my Masonic journey, I was in desperate need to balance my life.  Masonry has given me the tools needed
to stop and take a moment and recognize that the present is the most important moment in your life, the past is
gone, and the future  has yet to arrive. This has helped me to balance my mind and soul and to appreciate the
glory and beauty of the day.  I hope that Masonry is giving you the same tools and guidance to balance your life.   
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Congratulations WM ADAM MARTIN and the officers of Accacia No.
51 on your installation!  Here's to a great year in 2024!



Lodge restoration and improvements highlights from 2023 
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A c c a c i a ' s  a n n u a l  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  p i c n i c  w a s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d

A c c a c i a ' s  a n n u a l  s p a g h e t t i  d i n n e r  a n d  r a f f l e  w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l !
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M a n y  A c c a c i a  B r o t h e r s  h e l p e d  w i t h  b e l l  r i n g i n g  f o r  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y  

A c c a c i a  L o d g e  i s  t h e  l a s t  m o o n  l o d g e  i n  M i n n e s o t a .   O n  A u g u s t  3 0 - 3 1 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  m o o n
w a s  g i v e n  a  t r i f e c t a  o f  l a b e l s .   A  f u l l  m o o n ,  a  s u p e r m o o n ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  a  b l u e  m o o n .   A s  a

r e s u l t ,  i t  w a s  c a l l e d  a  s u p e r  b l u e  m o o n .   T h e  n e x t  s u p e r  b l u e  m o o n  i s  s e t  t o  o c c u r  i n
2 0 3 7 .   

“ S t a t e d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  L o d g e  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  o n  W e d n e s d a y  o f  t h e  w e e k  i n  e a c h
m o n t h  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m o o n  i s  f u l l . ”

A r t i c l e  I ,  S e c t i o n  3  o f  A c c a c i a  L o d g e  N o .  5 1  B y l a w s .  A d o p t e d  i n  1 8 6 5 .
A c c a c i a  L o d g e  h o l d s  i t s  S t a t e d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ( i . e .  R e g u l a r  M e e t i n g s )  o n  t h e  T u e s d a y

c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  F u l l  M o o n ,  t h u s  w e  a r e  k n o w n  a s  a  “ M o o n  L o d g e . ”  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e
l o d g e  f o u n d i n g ,  t h i s  w a s  f o r  a  t w o - f o l d  p u r p o s e :  O n e  w a s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h o s e  w h o
d i d  n o t  h a v e  c a l e n d a r s  a n d  c o u l d  t e l l  w h e n  L o d g e  w a s  t o  m e e t  b y  w a t c h i n g  t h e  w a x i n g

o f  t h e  m o o n .  T h e  s e c o n d  w a s  t h a t  o n  m o s t  l o d g e  n i g h t s  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  a i d e d  i n  t h e i r
t r a v e l  t o  a n d  f r o m  l o d g e  b y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a  b r i g h t  m o o n .

E v e n  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  p a v e d  r o a d s ,  s t r e e t  l i g h t s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  d a y  p l a n n e r s  a n d
G P S ,  t h i s  i s  a  c u s t o m  t h e  l o d g e  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h i s  d a y .

B y  t h e  L i g h t  o f  t h e  M o o n
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O n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 t h ,  2 0 2 3 ,  w e  c l o s e d  t h e  l o d g e  o f  s o r r o w s ,  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b r o t h e r  n o t
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  w o r k m a n :  

D a l e  Y o s t ,  F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 3 .

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s :
F e b r u a r y  2 1 s t ,  F e a s t  o f  C o u n c i l

M a y  5 t h ,  P a n c a k e  B r e a k f a s t
J u n e  1 4 ,  F l a g  D a y  F e a s t

J u n e  2 1 - 2 2 ,  C G  S t r a w b e r r y  F e s t
A u g u s t  1 3 t h ,  L o d g e  F a m i l y  P i c n i c

O c t o b e r  5 t h ,  S p a g h e t t i  D i n n e r  a n d  S p o r t s m a n  R a f f l e
H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r !  

W i s h i n g  y o u  a n d  y o u r s  a  p r o s p e r o u s  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  N e w  Y e a r .

A c c a c i a  L o d g e  w i l l  h o s t  a  b o o t h  t h i s  y e a r  a t  t h e  C o t t a g e  G r o v e  S t r a w b e r r y  f e s t  o n  
J u n e  2 1  a n d  J u n e  2 2  2 0 2 4 .   P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  e v e n t  a t  K i n g s t o n  P a r k  w i l l  g i v e  u s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h o w c a s e  o u r  l o d g e  a n d  r e a c h  m o r e  p e o p l e  f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h

e f f o r t s  a n d  h e l p  b o o s t  t i c k e t  s a l e s  f o r  o u r  c h a r i t a b l e  g i v i n g  f u n d r a i s e r s  s u c h  a s  t h e
S p a g h e t t i  D i n n e r  a n d  S p o r t s m a n  R a f f l e .   

L O D G E  E V E N T S
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LODGE
BEAUTIFICATION AND
RESTORATION
In the year of the light 6023 Accacia Lodge #51
was blessed with talent, drive, initiative and
funding from our brothers of Accacia so that we
were able to complete many projects.  The ramp
construction was completed with the help and
assistance of a team of talented individuals who
knew the great importance of this task.  We
have many brothers who are appreciative of this
ramp and the ability that it will provide as
assistance that is needed to attend functions at
our lodge.  The handicapped parking space is
completed as well.  Thanks to the brothers who
helped  Special thanks to WB Jerry, WB Lloyd,
WB Ryan, and many brothers who completed the
ramp.  The windows and trim work was
completed in the main lodge room.  Thanks to
WB Doug for installing the new door that allows
the ramp participants access into our lodge.  
Thanks to the brothers who helped clean the
lodge, helped paint and refurbish the balcony,
and other projects in the lodge.  Future projects
consist of replacing the lodge room carpet, the
upstairs kitchen will also be getting renovated.  
We have already added new lighting fixtures and
will update the remaining windows to match the
new ones in the main lodge room.  The next
phase is to start downstairs and update 8
windows and add window wells with drainage
material.  We also plan to update the restrooms.  
We are asking for some donations to our
construction fund and those brothers and
friends that are able we would very much
appreciate the monetary support.    
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LODGE EDUCATION
OFFICER
BY BR STEVEN MILLER

HEARTWOOD, SAPWOOD AND ROOTS:

There are three parts of a tree which are very important to its 
survival.  At the center of the trunk is the heartwood.  It is the
oldest,
strongest portion of the tree.  The core that keeps it standing tall.
The sapwood, on the other hand, is the newest growth.  Nutrients 
pass through it to the heartwood, which cannot survive without
the sapwood.   
If the tree is properly cared for, the sapwood will eventually become
part of the heartwood, adding to the strength and viability of the 
tree, helping to ensure its future.  The sapwood, in turn, cannot
survive if its life were not fed and supported by the tree’s roots, 
which spread out widely into the surrounding earth, bringing the
best of the available nutrients to the sapwood and keeping itself
alive.   These three basic and necessary parts of a tree can be easily 
compared to three basic and necessary parts of a Masonic Lodge.
The heartwood, at the center of a Masonic Lodge, could be said to
consist of the Past Masters, the long time members and perhaps
the senior officers.  They have the most experience and are the 
strength and backbone of a Masonic Lodge.
The sapwood would be the candidates, newer members and 
perhaps the junior officers.  They help those in the center to do 
their jobs and make it possible for them to survive.  Masonically,
if properly cared for and encouraged, these brothers will 
eventually become part of the heartwood, adding to the strength
and viability of the lodge, helping to ensure its future.
The roots, neither of these two parts of the lodge would survive
for long if not fed and supported by our roots in our communities.
We must spread out widely, making the world aware of our good
works and bring the best available good men to the doors of our 
lodges, so that the tree of Freemasonry may continue to thrive.
Let us recognize the importance of our older as well as newer
members.  Let us give equal attention to our candidates as we 
do to our Past Masters.  Let us constantly remember that our 
reputation, image and service in our communities are vitally
important for the nourishing of our future growth and strength.
The heartwood, sapwood and roots -- just as important to the 
success of every lodge as they are to to every tree.   



SECRETARY'S CORNER:

BY WB RYAN LOWRY  SEC

Greetings to all! 
 
Welcome our newest 2023 Master Masons: 
Br.  James Brewer
Br.  Walter Henry
Br.  Heath Mast
Br.  Peter Tobin
Br. Jay Pine
Br.  Max Rouillard-Horne

Along with our newly made Master Masons, we have grown our lodge
with other Master Masons who now have joined our lodge: 

IB Joe Amos
WB Wiley Davis
Br Steven Miller
Br Jay Desio

We also have 2 new Entered Apprentices: 
Br Tim Miller
Br Rich Percell

Accacia Lodge is very fortunate to have so many good men seeking
the light of Masonry and found a home in our humble Lodge. 
Brothers 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PAY YOUR ANNUAL DUES IF YOU HAVE NOT
ALREADY DONE SO.  

 

 Accacia 51 is alive and growing!  We just need to care
for our building so we always have a place for our
Lodge. 
Donations can be made directly to the Lodge  
via the Secretary: RYAN LOWRY
Accacia Lodge 
11094 70 St S
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
Write Building Fund in the memo line. 

C O N S T R U C T I O N  &  B U I L D I N G  F U N D S  A R E  N E E D E D !

T H E  O F F I C I A L  A C C A C I A  L O D G E  N O .  5 1  N E W S L E T T E R I S S U E  7  W I N T E R  2 0 2 4

Accacia Lodge has many events and activities that are
coming up for remainder of 2024! 

We are going to need work crews for help with: 

Degree Work -  We are deep into our degree cycle
and will be conducting a Fellow Craft and a  
Master Mason degrees in February and April 
Construction: Work crew for the floor and
upstairs kitchen renovation will start before the
summer. 

We are once again conducting a Sportsman's
Raffle this year with new and improved prizes.  
The gaming licenses are being applied for and the
funds from this endeavor go to our charitable
giving.   Last year's raffle brought in an amazing
amount for charitable giving.  The current plan is
to seek  dispensation from Grand Lodge and
licenses in February 2024 to get a head start on
selling tickets this year. 

Family Picnic and Open House are being
planned.  This August will will be continuing this
event that grows every year.  It truly is becoming
a picnic that allows our families, other lodges and
our community to meet and share fellowship,
food, and fun. 

Scholarships  - If you have an HS Junior or Senior
that is going onto school and of good character
attributed to Masonic principles please have
them contact the lodge (Master of the Lodge WM
Adam Martin or Secretary WB Ryan Lowry)
Pancake Breakfast 

MAY 5, 2024 - 8AM - NOON
Spaghetti Dinner and Sportsmans Raffle

OCTOBER 5, 2024 - 4PM to 7PM Raffle at
6PM 



Upcoming Events and Activities! 
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S p o t l i g h t  o n  a  P a s t  M a s t e r  

Dr A.H. Steen,  Past Master, Rural Doctor, One of the
founding fathers of Cottage Grove, His Wife Eva.  
Scottish Rite certificate signed by the one of the
fathers of the Scottish Rite.   Albert Pike 
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ACCACIA LODGE #51 
Upcoming Event



ACCACIA LODGE No. 51
11094 70TH STREET SOUTH
COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016

Lodge Meetings - Tuesdays nearest the full moon.  Dinner at 6:00 PM 
Next 3 meetings: FEB 20TH - 7:00 PM, MAR 26 - 7:00 PM, APR 23 -7:00 PM
July meeting is at the Ames Room Grand Lodge, August is the Picnic

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook, also our website is: 
http://www.accacia51freemasons.org@accacia51 @accacia51


